§283.6

eligible for the bonus. We will identify
fewer than five such States as poten-
tially eligible if fewer than five experi-
ence decreases in their ratios. We will
not include Guam, American Samoa
and the Virgin Islands in this ranking.

(2) If we identify more than five
States due to a tie in the decrease, we
will recalculate the ratio and the de-
crease in the ratio to as many decimal
places as necessary to eliminate the
tie. We will identify no more than five
States.

(3) For Guam, American Samoa and
the Virgin Islands, we will use the cal-
culated change in the ratio to identify
which of these States experienced a de-
crease that is either at least as large as
the smallest qualifying decrease identi-
fied in paragraph (c)(1) of this section,
or a decrease that ranks within the top
five decreases when all States and Ter-
ritories are ranked together. These
identified States will be potentially el-
igible for the bonus also.

(4) We will notify the potentially eli-
gible States, as identified under para-
graphs (a) through (c) of this section
that they must submit the information
on abortions specified under §283.6 if
they want to be considered for the
bonus.

§283.6 If a State wants to be consid-
ered for bonus eligibility, what data
on abortions must it submit?

(a) To be considered further for bonus
eligibility, each potentially eligible
State, as identified under §283.5, must
submit to ACF data and information
on the number of abortions for cal-
endar year 1995 within two months of
this notification. This number must
measure either of the following:

(1) For calendar year 1995, the total
number of abortions performed by all
providers within the State; or

(2) For calendar year 1995, the total
number of abortions performed by all
providers within the State on the total
population of State residents only.
This is the preferred measure.

(b) States must have obtained these
data on abortions for calendar year
1995 within 60 days of publication of the
final rule and must include with their
submission of 1995 data an official
record documenting when they ob-
tained the abortion data.
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(c) Within two months of notification
by ACF of potential eligibility, the
State must submit:

(1) The number of abortions per-
formed for the most recent year for
which abortion data are available (as
defined in §283.2 to mean the year that
is two calendar years prior to the cur-
rent calendar year). In measuring the
number of abortions, the State must
use the same definition, either under
paragraph (a)(1) or paragraph (a)(2) of
this section, for both 1995 and the most
recent year; or

(2) If applicable, the adjusted number
and information specified in paragraph
(d) of this section.

(d) If the State’s data collection or
reporting methodology changed be-
tween 1995 and the bonus year in such
a way as to reflect an increase or de-
crease in the number of abortions that
is different than what actually oc-
curred during the period, the State
must:

(1) When submitting the number of
abortions for the most recent year
under paragraph (c)(2), adjust the num-
ber to exclude increases or decreases in
the number due to changes in method-
ology for collecting or reporting the
data. For example, this calculation
should include adjustments for in-
creases or decreases in response rates
for providers in reporting abortion
data;

(2) Provide a rationale for the adjust-
ment, i.e., a description of how the
data collection or reporting method-
ology was changed. This could include
a description of how legislative, policy
or procedural changes affected the col-
lection or reporting of abortion data,
or an indication of changes in the re-
sponse rate of providers in reporting
abortion data; and

(3) Provide a certification by the
Governor, or his or her designee, that
the number of abortions reported to
ACF accurately reflects these adjust-
ments for changes in data collection or
reporting methodology.

§283.7 How will we use these data on
abortions to determine bonus eligi-
bility?

(a) For those States that have met
all the requirements under §§283.1
through 283.6, we will calculate the
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